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make sure we are updating the Medi-
care guarantee for this century. In par-
ticular, what that involves is making
sure that there are more opportunities
for those who receive traditional Medi-
care to get the benefits of the CHRON-
IC Care Act. Already, the CHRONIC
Care Act works well for what is called
Medicare Advantage. We need to do
more to make sure it is available for
those who receive traditional Medi-
care.

Now, there are other issues the Fi-
nance Committee is working on that
Ms. Brooks-LaSure will play an impor-
tant role in—one being improving men-
tal healthcare because mental
healthcare has gotten short shrift in
America for far too long. We know that
Americans feel like they are getting
mugged when they walk into a phar-
macy and go to the window to get their
prescription medicines. Look, for ex-
ample, at insulin. Insulin prices have
gone up twelvefold in recent years. The
drug is not 12 times better. It is the
same drug, but they are getting clob-
bered because the pharmaceutical com-
panies can get away with it. So those
are the Kkinds of practices that Ms.
Brooks-LaSure is going to take on, and
she is going to do it in a bipartisan
way.

The Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services is right at the center of
taking on these and other important
healthcare challenges. This critical
Agency—one of the most important
places in American healthcare—needs a
leader, and it needs one now. She is, in
my view, an excellent nominee. She is
going to work with both sides here in
the Senate, including on the issue our
colleague Senator CORNYN has raised. I
want to restate my interest in working
with both Ms. Brooks-LaSure and Sen-
ator CORNYN on this matter my col-
league from Texas has raised.

We are going to be voting in a couple
of minutes, colleagues, and I urge a
strong vote for an eminently qualified
nominee, Ms. Chiquita Brooks-LaSure.

I yield the floor.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Thereupon, the Senate resumed con-
sideration of the nomination of
Chiquita Brooks LaSure, of Virginia,
to be Administrator of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 117,
Chiquita Brooks-LaSure, of Virginia, to be
Administrator of the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray, Alex
Padilla, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jeff
Merkley, Jack Reed, Debbie Stabenow,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Patrick J. Leahy,
Elizabeth Warren, Jacky Rosen, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Tina Smith, John
Hickenlooper, Michael F. Bennet, Tim
Kaine, Brian Schatz.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Chiquita Brooks-LaSure, of Virginia,
to be Administrator of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and
the Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUz) would
have voted ‘“‘nay’’ and the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) would have voted
“nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 200 Exe.]

YEAS—b52

Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Blunt Kaine Schatz
Booker Kglly Schumer
Brown King Shaheen
Cantyvell Klobuchar Sinema
Cardin Legpy Smith
Carper Lujan . Stabenow
Casey Manchin

A Tester
Collins Markey
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
Hassan Peters

NAYS—43
Barrasso Grassley Romney
Blackburn Hagerty Rounds
Boozman Hawley Rubio
Braun Hoeven Sasse
Bur%" Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Capl'to Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cassidy Johnson Shelby
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Lummis 11
Crapo Marshall Tillis
Daines McConnell ToomeY
Ernst Paul Tuberville
Fischer Portman Wicker
Graham Risch
NOT VOTING—5
Cruz Moran Young
Kennedy Murray
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are
52, the nays are 43.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

May 24, 2021

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Chiquita Brooks-LaSure, of
Virginia, to be Administrator of the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1520

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I
rise today to address the need to re-
form our military justice system.

Just this month, the Department of
Defense released its annual report on
sexual assault in the military. That re-
port and more than a decade of data on
sexual assault in the military show a
clear and disturbing trend. Reports of
sexual assault have increased virtually
every single year and remain at record
highs, while prosecution and convic-
tion rates have declined, including a
shocking 10 percent point decline in
the prosecution rate from last year. By
every measure that you can imagine,
we are moving in the wrong direction.

Congress has given the military more
than $1 billion—$500 million in fiscal
year 2019 alone—enacted hundreds of
provisions, and chartered special pan-
els, Commissions, and advisory com-
mittees to address this problem. Not
one of these steps has reduced the prev-
alence rate of sexual assaults within
the ranks. We are still getting reports
like the one we got from Fort Hood,
which found that the world’s largest
Army base was ‘‘a permissive environ-
ment for sexual assault and sexual har-
assment.” We are right where we start-
ed. Nothing has changed.

I have heard from too many survivors
who have barely come forward in
search of justice, only to have their
cases outright declined by the chain of
command and then face more harass-
ment and retaliation for reporting
their assailant. We owe it to our serv-
icemembers to do more to prevent
these crimes and properly prosecute
them when they occur.

Our bill, the Military Justice Im-
provement and Increasing Prevention
Act, would ensure that, when these
crimes are committed, justice is deliv-
ered. It does so by taking the same ap-
proach to these cases that the military
takes in almost every other area of op-
eration. It puts highly technical work
in the hands of trained specialists.

This bipartisan and commonsense re-
form moves the decision on whether to
prosecute serious crimes to inde-
pendent, trained, and professional mili-
tary prosecutors while leaving mis-
demeanors and uniquely military
crimes within the chain of command.
In other words, it will let prosecutors
prosecute and commanders command.

By moving this work off of the com-
mander’s plate, it will empower com-
mand to focus on mission-critical ac-
tivities and on rebuilding the trust
among their ranks that we know is
critical to military readiness.

This bill is not political. It is about
doing the right thing for our service-
members who do so much for this Na-
tion.
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